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WELCOME ADDRESS
EMPOWAENTREPRENEURS

FUNDING SUMMIT 2025

By Simphiwe Masiza - Founder and Executive Producer

Distinguished guests, visionary entrepreneurs, pioneering funders,
and strategic partners...

Welcome fo the 2025 EmpowaEntrepreneurs Funding Summit —
where capital meets conviction, and Africa's boldest builders'
step forward to claim their moment.

This is not just an event. It is a catalytic movement.

A platform engineered with purpose — to close the funding gap,
collapse silos, and connect high-growth, investment-ready entre-
preneurs with the full spectrum of capital: Venture Capital. Angel
Investment. Development Finance. ESD and SED Capital. Women's
Funds. Loan Finance. Impact Investment.Last year, we convened
over 850 vetted entrepreneurs, unlocked over R500 billion in capi-
tal access, and engaged more than 250 ecosystem leaders —
from fund managers to procurement heads. This year, we go even
bolder.

We are proud to introduce the EmpowaEntreprencsurs "Dragons’
Den” Pitching Festival — a high-stakes, high-impact arena where

50 exceptional founders will pitch live for capital, procurement, and

partnership. This is Africa's capital stage — and it's built for scale.
But this summit is about more than just deals. It's about destiny.

It's about rewriting Africa's growth story — with entrepreneurs at
the centre, and funders, corporates, DFls, and partners as the
co-authors of inclusive economic transformation.

To the organisations leading in transformation, DE&I, ESG, and
enterprise development — your presence here signals more than
support. It signals leadership. The kind of leadership that drives
tangible impact and funds real futures.

As you engage throughout the day — in the boardroom panels,
masterclasses, and power sessions — | challenge you to think
beyond CSR or compliance. Think ecosystems. Think equity.
Think legacy.

Let us fund the fearless. Let us scale what matters.
Let us Empowa Africa.

Thank you — and welcome to the Summit.

SIMPHIWE MASIZA
Founder and Executive Producer

WWW.QIT}FJGWQ@Y??F@Q!‘QBQU I's.CO.ZQ
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EMPOWA MAIN STAGE
ENTREPRENEURS

FUNDING SUMMIT 2025

PROGRAMME ITEM TIME FULL NAME DESIGNATION ORGANIZATION
IConversation Strategist, Global Moderator,
MC 07:30 Gugulethu Mfuphi Broadcaster Kaya FM 95.9
\Welcoming Remarks | Opening the doors
to possibility, partnerships, and powerful  |08:00 Mr Simphiwe Masiza ICEO Ermpowaworx
deal flow.
Strategic Opening Address| Backing
Africa’s Entrepreneurs - One Bold Bet at a(08:20 Khanya Matshikwe Head: Client Value Proposition - SME ABSA
Time
Masterclass | Sorbet - From Idea to 09:00 lan Fuhr Serial Entrepreneur | Founder| Author Hatch Institute & Sorbet Group
Impact: The Jouney of a Purpose-Driven
Entrepreneur
Dialogue: Capital, Clarity, And The Climb | Ms Hlengiwe Makhathini CIO IDF Capital
Inside the real journey ( the risks, the 09:30
resilience, and the results)
lAmanda John-Ncube Business Development Strategy & Head: Black Old Mutual South Africa
Distributors Trust
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PROGRAMME ITEM

ESD STAGE

FULL NAME

DESIGNATION

ORGANIZATION

Programme Director 0:00 Thabo Makama Principal Managing Partner TMP AFRICA
L(eyno?e Powerplay|From Obligation to
Opportunity: How ESD Capital Can Transform [10:30-11:00  [Lindo Mbanjwa Head: Strategic Business and Partnership ABSA
Africa’s Business Future Development - SME
Mr Mzamo Myataza CEO Mila Azania Holdings
Panel|Billions Allocated. Still Locked. What's 11:00-12:00
Blocking ESD from Reaching Entrepreneurs? [ : (Graeme Wilkinson Senior Social Investment Specialist Tshikululu Social Investments
Xolani Qubeka Managing Director ISmall Business Development Institute
(SBDI)
Q&A 12:00-12:15  |All
Masterclass | Pitch. Partner. Perform: How to  12:30-13:00 [Cleola Kunene Head of SME Development WSE
Secure, Sustain and Scale with ESD Capital
Hulia Kupka Programme Manager: Corporate Funds ABSA
, Management
Firechat | We've Got the Capital. Are You 13:00- 14:00
Really Ready? : . Tshepo Phetla Head of Business Development Telkom
INiall Gahan Head: SME financing & Enterprisefund [Enterpriseroom
Masterclass: The Business Plan That Wins:
Strategy, Scale & Storytelling 14:00-14:45 |Prof Maurice Radebe Head & Director \Wits Business School
Masterclass | Funding Application and
Disbursement 14:45- 15:30  |S'thembiso Mtshali ICEO \Wenzile Group
Capital Clinics, Strategic Match-Ups &
Networking Lunch 15:30

www.empowaentrepreneurs.co.za
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EMPOWA LOAN FINANCE
ENTREPRENEURS STAGE

FUNDING SUMMIT 2025

PROGRAMME ITEM TIME FULL NAME DESIGNATION ORGANIZATION

Former BBC News Africa Bureaux
Programme Director Milton Nkosi IChief and Correspondent
Keynote Address | From Red Tape to Real {10:30-11:00 |Mr Abner Mariri ICo-Founder Auxilium Capital
\Access — Reimagining SME Lending in Africa
Dialogue | Why Funders Say No — And How fo |~ Facilitator: Milton Nkosi For_mer BBC News Africa Bureaux
Tum Rejection info Ready Capital [lCelz.00 ik ond Conssporicient

Dimakatso Mphafudi Regional Credit Manager - SME  |ABSA
Q&A All
Masterclass|Loan-Ready by Design: How to 12:00-12:30 [Sifeziwe Ndlovu (CA)SA Financial Director Tysys Capital Group
Position Your Business for Approval
Masterclass | Powered by People: Leveraging
Community Capital to Fund the Future 12:30-13:00 [Tshepo Moloi Founder & CEQ StokFella
Firechat | Funding Foundations — Exploring Small Business Finance & Regions
Loans and Grants as Catalysts for Business 13:00-13:45 [Naomi Mtshdli Ioc
Growth Nosipho Khonkwane IActing Chief Operating Officer  (Gauteng Enterprise Propeller (GEP)
Q&A 13:45- 14:00 Al
Closing Power Keynote — Capital, Commerce &
Conviction — Rebuilding South Africd's 14:00-14:30 |Adv Mtho Xulu President South African Chamber of Commerce and
Entrepreneurial Economy Industry
Capital Clinics & Strategic Match-Ups 14:30
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PROGRAMME ITEM

WOMEN'S FUND

TIME

STAGE

FULL NAME

DESIGNATION

ORGANIZATION

iOpening Keynote Address

0:30- 1:.00

Dr Deborah Machard

Executive: Strategic Planning, Performance
and Reporting

WE&RSETA

Facilitator: Gugulethu Mfuphi

Conversation Strategist, Global Moderator,
Broadcaster

Kaya FM 95.9

Aysegul Kandas

Former Ambassador of Turkiye to South
Africa, Eswatini, Lesotho

Hanan Jarrar

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
‘Ambassador of the State of

\Women, Power and Purpose

PanellCreating Lasting Impact: An
le_)l_assqdor deeadersh-lplb( Joulmfy :rfs F;Jr!x;s:. 1:15-12:00 Palestine fo the Republic of South Africa,
esilience, and Legacy - Key Insig ain Namibla, Lesothe and Maliwl.
Dr Nawal Ahmed Mukhtar Ahmed Head of Mission Embassy of the Republic of Sudan
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Liubov Abravitova Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the Republic
of South Africa
Q&A 12:00-12:15 |(All
Facilitator: Naledi Mosieane Entrepreneur |Programme Director |
Speaker
Panell[Empowering Tomorrow: Women's Funds A i ——
And SME's Beyond 2025 12:30-13:45 [Sinesipo Peters Investment Associate: iMbewu Fund NEF
Salu Yekela Founder & Chair Funds For Women Club
Dr Kile Mteto Deputy President SA Women In Plumbing & Trades (SAWIPT)
Q&A 13:45-14:00 |All
Power closing Keynote | Redefining Influence: [15:00-15:30 [Sibongile Zulu Founder & MD Capital Unlocked

ICapital Clinics & Strategic Match-Ups
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EMPOWA

FUNDING SUMMIT 2025

PROGRAMME ITEM TIME FULL NAME DESIGNATION ORGANIZATION
SustainabilitylLeadership| Adventurer|Non
Programme Director [10:30 Khanyi Mlambo Executive|Director | Humanitarian
Keynote Address|Why the Smartest
Capital Is Flowing to Entrepreneurs Who  [11:00-11:20 Ben Kodisang Founder and CEO ALT Capital Partners
Solve Real Problems
Panel | Impact Capital Is Rising — Are You h:20-12:30 Max Pichulik Partner Impact Amplifier
Aligned, Ready, and Fundable? ’ ’ Lebo Raolane Senior Investment Manager Goodwell Investment
Ndumiso Zulu Chief Executive: Social Investments Old Mutual South Africa
Q&A 12:20-12:30 (Al
Masterclass| Profit for Purpose: Sustainable
Business Strategies for Growth & 12:30-13:00 Punki Modise Group Chief Strategy and Sustainability |ABSA Group
nvestment Officer
Firechat| | Didn't Just Raise Money — |
Funded a Movement 13:00-13:45 Bongani Ntombela Programmes Director 22onsloane
[ndustry Masterclass | From Purpose to
Power: Building Investable Ventures that  [14:00-14:30 Elias Masilela IChair: Capital Harvest and Impact MultiChoice Group and
Drive Real Impact Investing South Africa MultiChoice Holdings
Capital Clinics & Strategic Match-Ups
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PROGRAMME ITEM

PRIVATE EQUITY
STAGE

FULL NAME

DESIGNATION

ORGANIZATION

Programme Director 0:00 Ancillar Nombewu Entrepreneur | Podcaster |
Conversation Strategist | Speaker

Keynote Address|From Local Hustle to High-
Value Exit — Why Private Equity Is Betting on a0 11 ; G ;
Keaas 0:30 -11:00 [Sherwin Sampson General Partner & Principal Samfield Capital

Dr. Alvin Chikamba CEO Entrepreneurial Confluence Strategists
Panel | What PE Firms Really Look For — And : :

: 11:15 12:15 Ajay Wasserman CEO Fio Capital Group

vy Eninapeers s etk Sihle Gumede Investment Director Sanari

Mokgome Mogoba CA(SA)  [Founder & Managing Partner Kholo Capital
Q&A 12:15-12:30  |All
Masterclass | Built o Scale. Backed to Win |
Building a Fundable Business: What Investors -20-13:0 ; ; ; frs
Redly Lok For 12:30-13:00 (leremy Lang Managing Director Business Partners Limited
\Workshop|Bridging the Gap: Unlocking "Nc:nklng.l3 -00-13:45
Capital for South Africa’s Entrepreneurs ; ledd Harris Chief Strategy Officer SourceFin
Masterclass | Private Equity vs Venture Capital:
Pathways to Scalable Capital 14:00-14:45 |Anthony Govender CEO ASI Financial Services

Capital Clinics & Strategic Match-Ups
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':”-.. FUNDING SUMMIT 2025 STAGE

PROGRAMME ITEM TIME FULL NAME DESIGNATION ORGANIZATION
Programme Director IDr Paulina Mamogobo IChief economist Naamsa
Keynote Address|Why the Boldest VCs Are
Betting on African Founders Who Build 10:30 -11:00 Mr Valter Addo Chief Executive Officer  Digital Leader at Cadena Growth Partners
Loud, Move Fast, and Own the Future
Panel | No Excuses. No Maybes. What It 5. 125 IStem Zwane Founder and Director GoGetta
Actually Takes to Get Funded o Thabelo Ratshihule CEO Savant

lAudrey Verhaeghe CEO lAnza Capital
Q&A 12:15-12:30  |All
Firechat| They Said | Wasn't Ready. | Raised, ..~ ... lGreaa Barret CEO Cirrus
Anyway. Now We're Building a Beast 001 00 =

Mitchan Adams Partner Aions Venture
Q&A 14:00-14:15  |All
ICapital Clinics & Strategic Match-Ups
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